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NB – Coastguard are responsible for the majority of Beach/ Cliff top searches, from the Low water mark to the High water mark.  The above assessment will take 
effect if NORLSAR members requested to carry out a cliff top or beach search. 
 

     Description 
      of Hazard Persons Affected 

Severity - 
Likelihood 

Scoring 
Risk Control Measures Residual 

Risk Implemented by. By When. 

 
Trip, slips & 
falls 
 

• Search 
Technicians 

• Misper, if found 
C x 2 Medium 

• Global observation during 
search 

• Team working 
• Use of walking sticks if 

required 

D x 2 =  
Low 

• Team leaders 
• Search 

technicians 

Start and 
during 
search 

 
Wildlife  - bites 
from insects etc 
 
 
 

• Search 
Technicians 

• Misper, if found 
 

C x 2  Medium 

• PPE – boots, gaiters 
• Clothing – long sleeves, 

long trousers 
• Self awareness 
• First aider in teams 
• Insect repellent 
• Seek medical advice if 

bitten (infection) 

D x 2 =  
Low 

• Team leaders 
• Search 

technicians 

Whilst 
searching 
and post 
search if 
medical 
advice 
required 

 
Fall from a 
height  
(cliff top faces) 
 

• Search 
Technicians 

• Misper, if found 
C x 3  High 

• General safety awareness 
• Rope use if searching face/ 

close to edge 
• PPE – climbing/work at 

height helmet (cliff top 
faces/ edges) 

• First aider in team 
• Rope/ restraint system if 

searching within 5 metres of 
the edge from cliff top or 
the area is unstable. 

D x 3 =  
Medium 

• Team leaders 
Search 
Technicians 

Start and 
during 
search 


